Agency cools its efforts

on overly warm-landfill-
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Far Southeast Side is over for now,

widely publicized problem was

a fire or a less ominous sounding
temperature differential.
. It was only a temperature differ-
" ential, said John Perrecone, a pub-
lic affairs spokesman for the EPA
in Chicago. Perrecone made the
comment as he confirmed that the
EPA quietly halted emergency op- -
erations two weeks ago at USS.
Scrap Co., a six-acre abandoned
+ waste dump at 122d Street and'
- Cottage Grove Avenie.

At one point during the more

" . than thtee-month episode, neigh-* mem
- bors were urged by the EPA to-be

ready to evacuate in case a barrel
of hazardous 'waste exploded' and -
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" released clouds of toxic fumes.

US EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5

“We never called it a fire,” Per
recone said. *We called it a differ
tia) between the surface

EPA personnel. .

Jon Grand, director of EPA's
cffice of public affairs in Chicago,
said 65 barrels of paint wastes and
several boxes of soil contaminated
with paint were dug up.

“We didn't find anything that
was explosive or an imminent -haz-
ard,” Grand said, but he added
that underground terfiperatures .at.
gre site reached 147 degrees

ahrenhejt,— "~ - 7= .

“We had _sdémething” burning,”
Grand said when, told that another

ber of his- department—was-|
denying it was a fire.
‘* ‘Temperature differential’

strikes me as odd,” Grand said.
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